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WAVERLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE  -  13 AUGUST 2018

(To be read in conjunction with the Agenda for the Meeting)

Present

Cllr David Else (Chairman)
Cllr Peter Isherwood (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Brian Adams
Cllr Mike Band
Cllr Maurice Byham
Cllr Carole Cockburn
Cllr Kevin Deanus
Cllr Paul Follows
Cllr Mary Foryszewski
Cllr Michael Goodridge

Cllr John Gray
Cllr Val Henry
Cllr David Hunter
Cllr Jerry Hyman
Cllr Simon Inchbald
Cllr Stephen Mulliner
Cllr Chris Storey
Cllr Liz Townsend
Cllr John Ward
Cllr Nick Williams

Apologies 
Cllr Anna James, Cllr Denis Leigh and Cllr Nabeel Nasir

45. MINUTES (Agenda item 1.)  

The minutes of the meeting that took place on 8 August 2018 were confirmed and 
signed. 

46. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS OF SUBSTITUTES (Agenda 
item 2.)  

There were apologies for absence from Councillors Denis Leigh, Nabeel Nasir and 
Anna James.  

47. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS (Agenda item 3.)  

There were no declarations of interest. 

48. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC (Agenda item 4.)  

None.

49. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS (Agenda item 5.)  

None.

50. PERFORMANCE AGAINST GOVERNMENT TARGETS (Agenda item 6.)  

The Committee noted that the performance statistics had not changed since they 
had last met. 
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51. ITEM A1, WA/2017/0920 - 5 - 21 WEY HILL,  HASLEMERE (Agenda item 7.)  

Proposed development
Erection of 45 apartments in 2 blocks, including associated semi-basement parking, 
amenity space, landscaping and new access (as amended by plans received 
03/11/17 and 25/04/2018 as amplified by additional information received 11/10/17 
31/10/17, 03/11/17, 02/02/18, 12/02/18, 14/03/18).  

With reference to the report circulated with the agenda, Officers presented a 
summary of the planning context for making a decision on the application, and the 
proposed development including site plans and the layout. Officers outlined the 
determining issues and those matters of a more subjective nature.

Officers advised that since the publication of the report they had received a 
response from the Council’s Independent Viability Consultant on the exempt 
viability report and questions submitted before the meeting. In conclusion, the 
Council’s Viability Consultant had responded that the build costs had now been 
verified by independent Quality Surveyor and that they had concluded that they 
were fair and reasonable. The scheme would not be viable with any affordable 
housing on site. A scheme of 100% open market housing only showed a small 
residual land value and would only be viable for the developer and land owner if a 
reduced profit was applied.

Public speaking
In accordance with the Council’s arrangements for public participation at meetings, 
the following made representations in respect of the application, which were duly 
considered:

David Butcher - Applicant/Agent

Debate 

The Committee considered the application and a number of comments were raised 
about the lack of provision of affordable housing. In light of the further responses 
from the Council’s Viability Consultant, Officers advised that they remained satisfied 
that the assumptions and inputs used in appraising the financial viability of the 
proposed development were fair and reasonable and that a scheme providing any 
affordable housing would not be viable.  An objection to the application in relation to 
the absence of any affordable housing provision on the site would therefore not be 
justifiable in this particular instance.

A question was asked about the provision of electric charge points. Officers advised 
that the policy guidance was to provide 20% but they would seek to ask for as many 
as possible. Further comments were raised regarding affordable housing but 
Members did feel that it was a good scheme and although they could of provided 
more car parking spaces, they were generally in support of what was proposed.  

Moving to the recommendation, Recommendation A there were 14 in favour, 5 
against and 1 abstention. Recommendation B there were 20 Councillors in favour.
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Decisions

Decision A
That subject to the applicant entering into appropriate legal agreement within 6 
months of the date of the committee resolution to grant planning permission to 
secure contributions towards education, recycling provision, off-site play area and 
playing pitch improvements, mitigation for the impact on the SPA, off-site highways 
improvements and on-site SuDS and open space management/maintenance and 
subject to conditions and informatives, permission be GRANTED, subject to 
amended Condition 1 in the update sheet.

Decision B
That in the event that the requirements of Recommendation A are not met, that 
permission be refused. 

52. ITEM B1, WA/2018/0460 - HEWITTS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, ELMBRIDGE ROAD,  
CRANLEIGH, GU6 8LW (Agenda item 8.)  

Proposal
Approval of reserved matters (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) following 
the outline approval of WA/2014/2384) erection of 120 new dwellings with 
associated parking, landscaping, open space and works (revision of 
WA/2017/1917).

With reference to the report circulated with the agenda, Officers presented a 
summary of the planning context for making a decision on the application, and the 
proposed development including site plans and the layout. Officers outlined the 
determining issues and those matters of a more subjective nature.

The Committee was advised that the item had been placed on the agenda to clarify 
the issue of roof lights and dormer windows facing the rear of properties in Bridge 
Gardens, following consideration of the application at the Joint Planning Committee 
meeting of 30 July 2018. At that meeting, the Committee was minded to grant 
planning permission subject to conditions, but on the understanding that there were 
no roof lights or dormer windows in the rear elevations. Subsequent to the meeting 
Officers clarified the situation and  confirmed that there were dormer windows in the 
rear elevations, and the Committee was invited to re-consider the application in light 
of this information. The report incorporated the amended and additional conditions 
agreed at the meeting of 30 July 2018, and the additional information presented on 
the update sheets at that meeting.

The Committee considered the application in light of the new information and most 
were in agreement that although they did not particularly like the scheme, the fact it 
had already been agreed at the outline stage was a material consideration. Cllr 
Mary Foryszewski thanked officers for bringing the application back for 
consideration following the corrected information. She spoke about the history of 
the site and that she did not like the appearance of the houses, similarly said by Cllr 
Kevin Deanus who felt that no thought had gone into the design. Cllr Liz Townsend 
asked about landscaping which she had raised at the last meeting and it was 
confirmed that a condition had been added to the recommendation to incorporate 



Joint Planning Committee 4
13.08.18

this. Cllr Paul Follows repeated his concerns that he raised at the last meeting and 
advised that he would be abstaining as he did not like the decision last time.   

A question was asked about whether there were electric charging points on the 
development and it was confirmed that this was not a reserved matter and had 
been agreed at outline stage. And although most Members did not like the 
development as proposed, it was felt that there was enough of a separation 
distance between the properties to allow for the dormer windows

The motion was put to the Committee and 12 voted in favour, 2 against and 6 
Councillors abstained. Therefore the application was approved. 

Decision
RESOLVED that permission be APPROVED subject to the addition of conditions 1-
19 and informatived 1-4. 

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm and concluded at 8.15 pm

Chairman


